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The following question prompts have been created by the Lancashire Teaching and Learning Consultants for Music.

The question prompts are organised within the headings of: 
Intent of the Curriculum; 
Implementation of the Curriculum; 
Impact of the Curriculum. 
These reflect the emphasis on the wider curriculum that is the focus of the Ofsted Inspection Framework from September 2019. Whilst some of the prompts are generic, many of the questions are specific to the unique nature of that subject to help subject leaders more precisely identify the strengths and areas to further develop.

They can be used in a variety of ways:

· as a subject leader, to challenge your thinking regarding Music in your school;
· by a Head teacher and subject leader to discuss Music provision across school;
· to audit current practice and provision in school;
· to form a position statement to report to Governors;
· in preparation for an OFSTED inspection;
· to inform focus discussions with teachers;
· as part of a School Music Education Plan consultancy visit conducted by a member of the School Music Education Plan Team from Lancashire Music Service. For further information, please contact Bernie Hill (Bernardette.hill@lancashire.gov.uk)














Overview grids 

1. Intent of the Curriculum
	a Vision and purpose
	b Curriculum meeting needs of children
	c Aims of National Curriculum
	d Curriculum review
	e Music policy
	f Progressive curriculum map
	g Teachers clear on content
	h Challenge for all children

	i Wider opportunities
	j Balance of content
	k Links between different subjects
	
	
	



2. Implementation of the Curriculum
	a Subject expertise
	b Professional development
	c Planning resources
	d Assessment of prior learning
	e AfL informing next steps
	f Coherent progression in a project
	g Knowledge and skills focus in each project
	h Music vocabulary

	i High quality equipment and resources
	j Children accessing YGE and entitlement
	k Curriculum evaluation / kept up to date
	l Monitoring tasks leading to improvement
	m Parental involvement and performance
	
	



3. Impact of the Curriculum
	a Relevance of learning
	b Fostering an enjoyment of music
	c Progression in children’s work
	d Children’s work shows curriculum aims
	e Evidence of children’s work for each topic
	f Evidence of curriculum coverage
	g Children select from a range of instruments
	h Children select strategies for recording

	i Feedback has impact
	j Storage and organisation of evidence
	k Standards at end of Key Stages
	l Teachers’ judgements moderated
	m Issues addressed effectively
	n Review by leaders and governors
	










	Intent of the Curriculum

	Question / query / criteria
	Current situation / notes / evidence

	1a. What is the school’s vision and purpose for music?
Is this understood and shared by all stakeholders?
How is this evident in lessons and around the school?
How does the vision for music fit into the aims and vision for the whole school?
	

	1b. How well have you designed your curriculum to meet the needs of your children and families – developing knowledge, skills, understanding and characteristics that are additional to the National Curriculum requirements? 
What evidence is there to support this?
	

	1c. Are the aims and purposes of the music programmes of study for KS1 and KS2 fulfilled by your music curriculum?
Do all staff have a clear understanding of the aims of the National Curriculum for music? These being:
· perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians;
· learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence; 
· understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 
Does the Expressive Arts and Design curriculum in EYFS lay strong foundations for the National Curriculum aims?
	

	1d. How frequently do you review your music curriculum?
How do you decide on any adjustments that are required?
	

	1e. Is there a music policy in place that reflects the vision and supports implementation of the curriculum?
	

	
1f. Is there a whole school curriculum map in place for music? 
Does this match EYFS expectations and National Curriculum programme of study as well as expectations for each age phase?
Is there clear progression between and within year groups?
	

	
1g. Are all teachers clear on the knowledge and skills which need to be taught in each age phase? Do these inform planning?
	

	1h. Does the curriculum provide challenge for all children (groups such as SEND, more able, pupil premium etc.)?
	

	1i. How is the learning in music supported and enhanced by:
- using displays around school; 
- extra-curricular clubs e.g. music ambassadors, music clubs…;
- working with external organisations or working on national or local initiatives;
- visitors to and visits outside of school to make live music relevant, exemplify jobs that use music or provide examples of careers in music?
	

	1j. Does your music curriculum include an appropriate balance of content (e.g. singing,  playing a variety of instruments, listening, experimenting with the inter-related dimensions of music (KS1 and KS2) and improvise and compose, use and understand staff notation and develop an understanding of the history of music (KS2)?
	

	1k. Is the curriculum organised in order to maximise links between different subjects?
	




	Implementation of the Curriculum

	Question / query / criteria
	Current situation / notes / evidence 

	2a. Is subject expertise sufficient to support the intentions of the music curriculum across the school?
	

	2b. What professional development has taken place recently – for the subject leader and for the staff?
How was this identified as a need for the school?
What has been the impact of the CPD on the outcomes for children?
Do the staff have regular CPD sessions / staff meetings based on music to update them on current good practice?
	

	2c. What materials form the basis of the school’s short term planning in music? 
Is this consistent across the school?
Are these effective in supporting the delivery of your curriculum?
Do the short term planning resources accurately match National Curriculum expectations for each year group / age phase? 
	

	2d. Do teachers check children’s existing understanding of a topic prior to planning and teaching the unit? How do they do this?
	

	2e. Is formative assessment throughout a unit used effectively to inform children’s immediate next steps and future learning?
	

	2f. Does planning support coherent progression within a unit?
Are children given opportunities in EYFS to develop the knowledge and skills from the key learning in adult-led learning and continuous provision?
	

	2g. Is there a main focus for children’s learning (knowledge and skills) in the projects/topics taught?
	

	2h. Is music specific vocabulary being taught and used by the children independently and with understanding?
	

	2i. Are there specific and sufficient resources and high quality equipment (including a range of tuned and non-tuned percussion instruments), to allow children to work practically and with increased accuracy?
	

	
2j. Are all children accessing year group expectations in all lessons?
Are all children accessing the full entitlement to your school’s curriculum for music? (Children are not taken out of music lessons for intervention in other subjects).
	

	
2k. How is the curriculum evaluated to make sure it is relevant and up-to-date with changes in equipment, resources and software (e.g. GarageBand)
	

	2l. How does monitoring lead to further development / improvement in music?
	

	2m. How are parents informed of, and encouraged to be involved in, their children’s learning in music? Are there regular performance opportunities within school?
	




	Impact of the Curriculum

	Question / query / criteria
	Current situation / notes / evidence 

	3a. Do children understand the relevance of what they are learning in music?
	

	3b. To what extent do teachers foster an enjoyment of music in children?
	

	3c. Is the progression within a project evident in children’s work?
	

	3d. In children’s work, is there evidence of:
- creative, technical and practical expertise to perform confidently and to participate successfully in musical activities; 
- a growing repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to create through performance, including composition and improvisation ;
- evaluation of performances, both their own and others;
- developing an understanding of the history of music?
	

	3e. Is there evidence of children’s work in music for each topic?  Is this audio, video and photographic evidence?
(This includes evidence embedded in other subjects)
	

	3f. Does this evidence show the impact of the music coverage (e.g. technical vocabulary, skills, knowledge…)?
	

	3g. Are children able to select from a range of instruments to create and perform music in a range of styles?
	

	3h. Do children use a range of strategies to record and communicate their learning?
	

	3i. Is feedback having an impact on children’s outcomes?
	

	3j. How is the evidence stored and organised?
	

	3k. Are standards being met at the end of EYFS, KS1 and KS2 in relation to the Expressive Arts and Design Early Learning Goal and the Music National Curriculum programme of study?
	

	3l. Are teachers’ judgements moderated and based on current best practice (and national exemplification, where appropriate)?
	

	3m. Are issues identified through monitoring addressed effectively?
	

	3n. Do leaders, including governors, regularly review the curriculum and the impact of any improvement initiatives?
	




Support Resources and Documents

Other Publications Relevant to Music (click title for publications website)
LPDS National Curriculum Assessment Materials 
LPDS National Curriculum Assessment Materials - Foundation Subjects
EYFS - A Framework to Support Curriculum Planning
LPDS National Curriculum Support Materials - Full Set
LPDS National Curriculum Support Materials - Key Learning Documents
Meeting the Needs of the Most Able: Guidance for Primary and Secondary Schools

Other Support Resources
Curriculum planner
Policy support document
Charanga Music www.charangamusicworld.co.uk 

Lancashire Music Hub
www.lancashiremusichub.co.uk

For further information and to book a School Music Education Plan visit please contact:

Bernie Hill (Regional Manager (South) Lancashire Music Service) – Bernardette.hill@lancashire.gov.uk

For further information please contact:
Lancashire Music Service – Woodlands Conference Centre
Southport Road 
Chorley
Lancashire
PR7 1QR

Tel:	01257 517119
Email:	lancs.music@lancashire.gov.uk
Web:	www.lancashiremusichub.co.uk
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