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Curriculum Intent Statement
At Rivington Foundation Primary School, we believe that it is vital for all our pupils to learn from and about religion, so that they can understand the world around them. Through Religious Education, pupils develop their knowledge of the world faiths, and their understanding and awareness of the beliefs, values and traditions of other individuals, societies, communities and cultures. We encourage our pupils to ask questions about the world and to reflect on their own beliefs, values and experiences. Our Religious Education curriculum is enhanced further with trips to places of worship in our local area.  
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Why is RE important? 
All primary schools need to “raise the status of RE” (Ofsted) and provide a Religious Education (RE) curriculum which promotes respect and empathy.  RE is considered to be an important part of a child’s education, especially their early education, because it allows young people to develop their beliefs and values.  It helps children understand the place of religion and belief in the world.  The teaching of RE is also important because it contributes educationally to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of all pupils, whether or not they are from a religious tradition.
Which world religions do we study?
Our children are taught a variety of the major world religions.  These include Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Judaism and Sikhism, as well as considering the beliefs of those that are not religious.  The school follows a two-year rolling programme that allows the children to learn about the religions and their important beliefs and festivals.  Throughout both Key Stages children are given the opportunity to not only learn about the individual religions but are encouraged to discuss and think about their similarities and differences with other religions at the same time.
How do we make cross-curricular links?
When planning lessons, teachers at Rivington consider other subjects and endeavour to make cross-curricular links.   For example, long writing tasks are often incorporated into lessons so that children have an opportunity to write down their ideas, opinion and views in a structured task (diary entries, letters or even stories). Teachers also encourage drama work to reinforce teaching points and to allow children to express themselves about a particular topic.  These drama activities can increase pupil confidence, allow ‘pupil voice’ and provide valuable opportunities for personal and spiritual exploration. 
What is special about RE at Rivington?
We aim for our RE curriculum to provide children with challenging questions about the meaning of life, including global issues.  We do this by promoting civilised debate and in-depth discussions. 
Teachers have access to a range of religious artefacts to support their lessons for each religion.  Where possible we provide our children with hands-on authentic experiences of the diversity of religion and how we value experiential learning and aim to enrich RE.
We can also welcome members of our school community, including parents and relatives, to come and speak to our classes about a particular RE topic.
How does RE help prepare the children for Secondary School?
It enables pupils to develop respect for and sensitivity to others, in particular those whose faiths and beliefs are different from their own.  It thus helps our children to prepare for adult life, employment and lifelong learning.

Website links for parents
https://www.reonline.org.uk/leading-re/ 
Resources and information for research
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zxnygk7
Video clips and information to help support the curriculum 
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/religious-education/
Free quizzes for children to take part in
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